
AMENDMENT TO THE 2023 ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN OF THE 

SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT PURSUANT TO ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14 

On January I, 2023, the Honorable Keith Chrestman was appointed as Division 4 Circuit 
Judge, filling the vacancy left by Judge Cindy Thyer. Because Keith Chrestman vacated the 
position of Prosecuting Attorney for the Second Judicial Circuit, he presently has a conflict 
presiding over criminal cases in this District. 

All Judges were present for a meeting to discuss this issue on January 16, 2023. The 
Judges voted eleven to one, for Division 12, Scott Ellington to trade (case assignment) dockets 
with Division 4, Keith Chrestman. 

Therefore, the following changes to the plan submitted are the changes being that Judge 
Chrestman, (Division 4) will trade case assignments with Scott Ellington, (Division 12). 

Additionally, Judge Mooney has added a Drug Court in Poinsett County, hereinbelow, 
see insert VI. Specialty Courts or Programs, subsection (6). 
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Adult Protective Services Cases. All APS cases within Mississippi and Crittenden 
Counties shall be assigned to Division 4. 

B. CIVIL AND CRIMINAL DIVISIONS

In the Western District of Craighead County, all criminal cases shall be assigned to 
judges elected in Divisions 3, 11, and 12. All other criminal cases shall be equally assigned to 
the judges elected to Divisions 11 and 12. 

In the Chickasawba District of Mississippi County, all criminal cases shall be equally 
assigned to the judges elected to Divisions 5, 8, and 12. 

A. DOMESTIC RELATIONS AND PROBATE DIVISIONS








